
Year 3 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Theme Rock Solid  

 

Celebration Houses and Homes Patterns Mayans Bean to Bar 

Chocolate 

Maths Follow Abacus Scheme 

The principal focus of mathematics teaching in lower key stage 2 is to ensure that children become increasingly fluent with whole number and 
the four operations, including number facts and the concept of place value. This will ensure that children develop efficient written and mental 
methods and perform calculations accurately with increasingly large whole numbers.  Children will solve problems involving simple fractions 
and decimal place value.  They will draw with increasing accuracy and analyse shapes and relationships between them. They will use 
measuring tools accurately.  They should know 3, 4 and 8 times tables by heart and know related division facts. By the end of Y4, children will 
be fluent and precise in all their tables up to and including 12.   

English Reading 

Use knowledge to read ‘exception’ words  
Read range of fiction and non-fiction  
Use dictionaries to check meaning  
Prepare poems and plays to perform  
Check own understanding of reading  
Draw inferences and make predictions  
Retrieve and record information from non-fiction 
books  
Discuss reading with others  
 

Writing 

Use prefixes and suffixes in spelling  
 Use dictionary to confirm spellings  
 Write simple dictated sentences  
 Use handwriting joins appropriately  
Plan to write based on familiar forms  
Rehearse sentences orally for writing  
Use varied rich vocabulary 
 Create simple settings and plot  
 Assess effectiveness of own and others’ 
writing  
 

Grammar 

Use range of 
conjunctions  
 Use perfect tense  
Use range of nouns 
and pronouns  
 Use time 
connectives  
Introduce speech 
punctuation  
Know language of 
clauses  

Speaking and 
Listening 

Give structured 
descriptions  
Participate activity in 
conversation  
 Consider and 
evaluate different 
viewpoints  
Drama 

 

English 
Genres 

3 wk – myths, legend and 
fables 

2 wk =Imaginative recount   

3 wk = Adventure 
and mystery 

2 wk = Diaries from 
perspective of an 

1 wk = Postcards 

1 wk = 
diaries/strong 

3 wk = 
Dialogue/plays 

2 wk = Reports 

3 wk = Scary 
stories 

1 wk = Explanatory 

2.5 wk = Compare 
stories &film  (Charlie 
and the chocolate bar) 

1 wk = Posters linked 



1 wk = Explanation texts 

1 wk = Shape poetry 1 wk 
= Black History week 

 

Horrible Histories – 
savage Stone Age 

Pebble in my pocket 

 

Ug Boy – Genius of 
Stoneage 

animal 

1 wk = Recipes 

1 wk = Calligrams  

 

 

 

Mouse Bird Snake 
Wolf 

Or 

The Ice palace 
(frozen theme) 

viewpoint 

2 ks = Information 
leaflets 

1 wk = Raps 

 

 

 

Jemmy Button 
(immigrant story) 

 

1 wk = Recipe 
poems 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A well-known fairy 
tale as a play script 

texts 

1 wk = Book 
reviews  

1 wk = Repeating 
line poem 

 

 

Storm (Power of 
reading) 

to Fairtrade  

1 wk =Rhyming poems 
link to Oompa Lumpa 
rhymes 

1 wk = cultural week 

 

Charlie and the 
Chocolate factory 

Computing We are programmers. 

 

Programming an 
animation. 

Ongoing skills 

E safety 

We are presenters. 

Shooting and 
editing video. 

(link dialogue and 
plays/history) 

Ongoing skills 

E safety 

We are opinion 
pollsters. 

Ongoing skills 

E safety 

Science Rocks 

Compare and group 
together different kinds of 
rocks on the basis of their 
appearance and simple 

Animals inc 
Humans 

Identify that humans 
and some other 
animals have 

Forces & Magnets 

Observe how 
magnets attract or 
repel each other 
and attract some 

Plants 

Explore the part that flowers play in the 
life cycle of flowering plants, including 
pollination, seed formation and seed 

Light  

Recognise that 
shadows are formed 
when the light from a 
light source is blocked 



physical properties 

Working Scientifically 

skeletons and 
muscles for support, 
protection and 
movement. Working 
Scientifically 

materials and not 
others 

Working 
Scientifically 

dispersal. 

Working Scientifically 

(link to food/chocolate) 

by a solid object 

Working Scientifically 

 

History British History (taught chronologically): Stone Age to Iron Age Britain, including:  hunter-gatherers and early farmers, Bronze age religion, 
technology and travel, Iron age hill forts. Broader History Study: A local history study, e.g. a depth study linked to a studied period; a study 
over a period of time; a post-1066 study of relevant local history  

Stone Age and Iron Age  History of London / 
Housing and 
transport over the 
centuries 
(local history study 
then/now linked to 
immigration and 
social diversity) 

 Mayans/Aztecs 
History of chocolate 

 

Geography Locate world’s countries, focusing on Europe and Americas focus on key physical and human features  
Study a region of the UK (not local area)  
Use 8 points of compass, symbols and keys  
Describe and understand climate, rivers, mountains, volcanoes, earthquakes, settlements, trade links, etc.  
Use fieldwork to observe, measure and record  

 Weather around the 
world 

Topographical 
features  
Link to climate 
change 
Artic/Antarctica 

 Identify longest 
rivers in the world, 
largest   deserts 
and highest 
mountains. 

Compare with UK. 
Counties and cities 
 
(Tierra del fuego 

 The countries of 
Europe, trade and 
physical features North 
and South America, 
trade and physical 
features. 
 
Focus on Fairtrade 
and chocolate. Where 
chocolate grown and 



POR link) 
 
Focus on River 
Thames as link to 
London 
 

trading of chocolate 
 

RE Follow SACRE Recommendations 

Christianity/Hinduism 

Unit 7: 

How do people express their beliefs, identity and 
experience? 

Christianity and Judaism 

Unit 1: 

What is important to me? 

Christianity  

Unit 2:  

What can we learn about the life and 
teaching of Jesus? 

Art Investigate stone and 
bronze age art and 
reproduce it 

Cave painting. 

Clay necklaces 

Frozen scenes Investigate and experiment with patterns 
in Jewish art 

  

D and T Pom pom penguins 

Salt dough animals (instruction writing 

 

Produce a  frame for your art work using 
3 different materials 

Design packaging for a chocolates and make 
chocolate truffles. 



PE Outdoor and Adventurous activities : Team 
building games 

Dance: The Explorers Year 3 Unit 2 

Gymnastics: Year 3 unit 1, stretching, curling 
and arching 

Dance: The human Engine Year 3 

Net games :Badminton 

Gymnastics : Year 3 unit 2:Symmetry 
and Asymmetry; 

Invasion games: Handball , bench ball, 
netball 

Striking games : softball 

Athletics: Running long and short distances; 

throwing and jumping skills (Javelin and 
discus). 

Games : Football or Tag Rugby  

Music Performing and composing – sing songs with greater control of diction and breathing. Play short pieces and accompaniments by ear. Compose 
short pieces using patterns in pairs and make improvements to their own work.  Perform in different ways, exploring the way the performers 
are a musical resource. Perform with awareness of different parts. Play and sing phrase from dot notation.         Listening and appraising: 
identify a wide variety of sounds made by various instruments. Describe sounds they have listened to, performed and composed. Describe 
everyday sounds. Listen to various qualities in music – hollow, harsh, lively, mellow etc Begin to recognise and describe musical elements.  

Drums: recognise notes rising and falling. Begin to learn note names for pitched notes. Play form notation and by ear. 

French 

 

Rigolo Scheme 

PSHE New beginnings 

 

Getting on and 
falling out 

Say no to bullying 
(to coincide with 
Anti-Bullying Week) 

 

Going for goals 

 

Good to be me 

 

Relationships 

 

Changes 

 


